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SCRUPLES of thoſe who Refuſe to Take 
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'F thoſe who have proteſted againſt the Proceedings of the 
Convewtion, had publiſhed their Reaſons for fo doing, it' 
would have been aneafie matter to have fitisfied the Pab- 
lick, by —_ whether the Grounds ihducing them to 

this Reſolution, were ſolid, or no : But foraſmnch as the greater: 

part have acquieſced in the Judgment of the Convention, wherein 
we have reaſon to believe they proceeded according to the Light 
of their Conſcience.z. and the other Party hath'not thonght fittb 
publiſh the Gronnds of their diſſent; we have, in the matrer before 
us,nething to examine, but what ſome of then may have alledged' 
in their Converſations with their Friends, to juſtitie their Proteſt 
and Refuſal to follow the Senſe of the Convention and Parliament. 
| Scarcely wasthe Projett of the Houſe of Commons: for fetling 
the Government, publickly known, but ſome moſt feverely cor-' 
demned their propoking; of it to the Houſe of Lords, as offending 
them in all its parts. They could not eridute to hear of an Orip3- 
nal Contr t between the King and the People; they found fault 
with the word Abaicated, which the Commons had made uſe of to 
ſigaifie that the late King. James 11, had abandoned the Govern:- 
ment of the State : And laſt of all they could not bear with their 
declaring the Throne vacant. To make,void this Yoteof the Cotn- 
mons, ſome Members of the Houſe 6f Lords propounded a quite 
different way of proceeding in this Aﬀair z, they agreed with the” 

Commons, indeclaring King James II, uncapableof a: 14 
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vention. All which AQs of theirs, wade it as clear as the light, thac 
they no-longer owned the Authority, of King Femes Il. who bad 
quit the Throne: For ſuppoſing the continuance of his Authority, 
none of theſe Acts cold be accounted lawful, as being ſo many 
Attempts _ the Soveraignty. 

And foraſmuch as neither the Commons, nor the greater part of 
the Hoaſe of Lords, did ever agree to this Expedicat ;: but fol- 
lowing their firſt Reſolutions, bave proclaimed che Prince and 
Princeſs of Orange King and Queen of England, and have ordered 
the Oath of Allegiance to be {worn to them ;, it appears that the 
Scruples of thoſe who propounded the Regency, asan happy Ex- 
pedient for ſetling of the Government, were only tounded upon 
the Maxims before mentzoned, which they conſidered as an un- 
moveable ground to build upon. Wherefore to deliver them 
from theHeſitations which the proclaiming of the King and Queen, 
and the neceſſity of raking the Oath of Allegiance, bave raiſed in 
their Spirits z we muſt o_ whether the Principles they go 
upon be ſo immoveable and inconteſtible, as they ſuppoſe them to 
be; or whether indeed they have not built upon falſe Suppoſiti- 
ons. [I know there are already ſeveral Diſcourſes publiſhed upon 
this Subject , wherein the Proceedings of the Convention are 
ſtrongly aſſerted, and many thereby freed from their Scruples 
by diſcovering the Prejudices they laboured under. Yet foraſ- 
much as it is of uſe to treat ſtill of Subjects, as log as the neceſlir 
of further clearing of them continues z 1 preſume 1 ſhall not loſe 
my pains inexamining them afreſh, in hope of propounding ſome- 
thing that may ſatisfie the Copſciences of thoſe who have ſtarted 
at the apprehenſion of theſe difficulties, which is the main deſign 
of this Writing. 

The firſt Queſtion, viz. Whether there be an Original Conratt 
between the King and People 3 the Suppoſal of which, the Com- 
mons made their Foundation, is the eaſieſt thing in the World 
ro be determined ? To convince any rational Man: hereof, it is 
enough to put him in Mind only of the Oath, the King ſwears 
to his People, and the People to their King at his Coronation 3 
which is the Seal of that Original Contralt. There are two 
Sorts of Oaths, according to the Conſent of ' Divinesz the one 
Judicial, takenat.the Command of a Judgez the other Extraju- 
dicial, which is taken by. the Agreement and Conſent of two Par- 


ties, who agreo mutually to take it 3 which is therefore: alſq we 
c 


"$0112 | 
-#u0 Ee [[22 02 Wy pa1Fap £211 <£ 2Jvy1ig 10232 212 Jo SPUR] Of]2 | 
ou 31 2nd $p1eaa22Je pue © pauopuege Ajjoy m Juraq Se  uatuutaa ” 
-Or) 242 Wayz voda yoo Aj1erpamrumi Say3 103 *J1 run JO 
Jea13dY 3y1 12132 ©apert $p407J 241 Sday Y2y 241 12MJue11B 12 2! prp 
J2UNIN *Og91 owy $2u2Wen eg paſxo pre cfumez/ſa 14 21 Aq 
NANG 214v1yoadun ue $2 Þpoyalſas Apeoae uaaq pey 11 pue {5m 
ppaoye Apex of pet pod a2Vedalpag 242 Jo na 211 2413Jand 
01 30912115 J0u SEM $P407J 241 30 WalpadXx3 $142 2241 *yBnoud 21qy 
"TA SPA 1] purjiu7 Jo jPARyY 242 Jo S2UIAI) 24230 Ak1jelau9B 
2y3 Aq paurewurew  Zuraq &ﬆ *uqwWoy 1o 2JnoF4 2y1 10 24JoJay 
243 02 pajoddo Kays swixeny 23oys 30 Aue yo 2uryey moyna no 
-Nepunog Zulye] pue 240 2 ue JUaWUIIAOL) 241 311197 01 UII uJ 
W2y3 01 pawaay vontaoad yarya < wopgury 242 Jo 2U2BGay Jo 21... 
292 13pun *{2ewaadng pue 22ure1Ja[[y Jo SYIFO 2y1 WIy 01 122Mp 
01 pue *Zuty 30 2[11, 2y21 2d22x9 *Augredaacs 3o $2yBry 2y2 jje 
wy 2ue43 01 < 202WUJ24c0g 241 422ymwupe 02 Aznededur s.gury 
293 Jo 00jeaa £q *aqr2s 2y2 30 waJoyg aHereg Jo 22114 2y3-Juraepp 
-2P Aq ©22u21U2Aauou7 $143 Apawaoi 01 popuanad f{ayr <£ uoynuol 
21q1y>4dxam 01 wopJuy ay2 yaſqry prnom*panwpe sornyoddng 
2JÞY2124y1 ©u22q pey SUOmweyg 2y15e 1pm $2 f1qyuay Juiaq ng 
*A21u31e12a05 2130 YIAIP P1029 2uoſe YIra(] WOyYM 
Pry $,322U1e24 12y Jo. Juipeanr.ve 2q plnom $1y2 2Jue32q ©1241 
-RU Jag 243 40U < 24123a[J Wopaury 291 3uryew'kq ÞoJuey) 
JUIWUJRAOS) 2112 Jo UONINUYUOY 212 pUe *P2UIN1IBAO 24 pJnoM 
uo1ga25ng 30 2y31Y 2y23 Aqazaya ajne22q © jefoy 4auFig 291 
01 pa2Ueape 24 *a21ynſur 2n0yma £200 p10) aJuyig JO 22M 21 
*JUEIEA 2q 01 Pley 2q 30u pJRoI 2U044 7, 212 JuraQy 2ey DT {py 
*uorya2Ing 4q wy vodn 
P241oAFP 299ry e£ Jurnq ge MOL) 212 01 ©2317 STy Juranp *$Ry ay 
2yIry 341 221paſaad 200 ppno9 11 2242 £12uanbazuo? pae < 2u2WyA 
"OO 24y2 Jo UoNePUnuaY 1nzae] PUe Aeaunſoa 2 PIAIUNOIIE 5q 10U 
p1n09 ©2xuy4y out purjſug Jo 100 JUN SHY 2ey x, *A1puo22g 
*£11u3F1cq jeloy 2y2 10 wny 24a14d 
-2p 10 *2jdoag $1y pue my u22M32q YE1100Y) JEuIGLLO 241 24049 
pey aq 3242 a4ep>9P 20u pynoI Gayt *$142 (je 2UrpLeyqI1a420U 222 
3nq © L12dog 103 Aem 2yew. 02. *Me7 4q paynqeyso JUIWLIAAOO 
29] MO1111240 01 PaAjoJal SEM 21 22y2 ajdoag $14 112 02 2289p 
"TAI 01] UMO1T) 211 01 Fu1u03 $1] 2IUy *U3Ye1 SEU 24 2425 21 103 SL 
*22ex5 wey2101q e 4035p 02 12m0q Sty Jo younm yr 02014 
' hraZe2ua nya ©uor3nmry $14 JO 2JAE229 [lam SE © JUIWMLRAOO 241! 


Sojdnaog fo notyrunurx 7 up T 


about the Oath of Allegiance. . 5 44/1. 


not the People as well diſingaged from the Obligation that is up- 
on them, to perform the Promiſes they have made to their Kings, 
and confirmed by their Oaths, as being only obliged in Conſci- 
ence to God, but not to the King ? 


Thirdly, They may be convinced of their Errour, by the plain - - 


ſence of the Oaths that Kings takein EleQtive Kingdoms, thele 
being the expreſs words of the Oath taken by the Kings of Polend : 
If 1 ſhall violate this my Oath , the Inhabitants of my Kingdom ſhall 
not be bound to ſhew me any Obedience. 

Fourthly,If ir be ſaid,thatthis indeed is ſo in Eletive Kingdoms, 


but that it cannot take place in thoſe where the Crown deſcends . . 


by Succeſſion; this Suppolition of theirs, that Succeſſion alters the 
nature of the King's Oath, is altogether falſe and ungrounded : 
We have an inſtance here>f, in the Kings of Spain, who when they 
are Crowned Kings of Arragon, which they poſleſs by Right of 
Succeſſion, the People, after-that the King has taken the Corona- 
tion-Oath, ſpeak in theſe terms: We who are as powerful as Tow, but 
are more conſiderable ;, conſtirue Tou our King , for to preſerve our 
Laws and Liberties , which if Tou ao not do, this goes for nothing, An 
certainly it is a very pretty Idea theſe Men trame of the Royal 
Oath > A King obliges himſelf before God, in the moſt ſolemn 
manner imaginable, to keep the Laws z but forall this, ſay they, 
there is not the leaſt tye upon him to his People. If this were 
indeed the caſe with Kings , they had mach better , after ha- 
ving performed this Ceremony, openly proteſt, That what they 
had done, was only in mockery and maſquerade; for that thongh 
they ſhould violate the Laws and overturn the Government,they 
only in ſo doing, at according to their Power and Right; and 
no body can of right ſay to them, any more than to the Pope, 
Why doſt thou ſo? Atleaſt, this would be of abtolute necellity to 
diſabuſe the People, who, upon thereſpeCt they hare for ar O:th, 
are apt naturally to conclude, (without dondt by an effect of 
Stupidity common toall Mankind) That Oaths oblige the Parties 
that take them, not only towards God, but allo to thole to whom 
in particular they are addreſſed. 
| grant, that- the Governments which require an Oath from 
their Kingsat their Coronation, have not been caretul ro tuvjain 
to it the ſame Declaration che States of Arragor have thought ht 
todo: However, it is evident that the leaving out this Claule, 


does not at all 'alter the caſe. Thus weſee, that ia Matrimonial 
B Colle 
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gaged themſelves to him, only bn condition of his performing the 
Promiſes he had ntade to them. In this caſe it is that Maxi 
fakes phace * With him that breaks his Favth, Faith may Frmgenti 8. 
be broken.” The King promiſes to Govern according dem, fidns 
to Law, 2nd upon this account he enjoys the Rights frangatur c> 
and Prerogatives annexed to the Crown; the People 

on their part promiſe Fidelity and Allegiance to him according r6 
the Laws: As ſoon therefore as 7ames Il, began to overtorn rhe 
Laws, as he has done inthe moſt profeſs'd manner imaginable, he 
at the ſame time alſo diſſolved the Original ContraQ, by which 
alone he could demand Obedience from liis People, who ſtand rio 
longer engaged to him by their Oath of Allegiance. Whar | here 
alledge, is confirmed by all the Divines of the Kowiſh Church, who 
have not facrificed their common Senſe to Court Flattery, See 
what A'ntas Sylvins fpeaks to this point, Lib. 1. de Geftis Conctl. 
Baſil. where he relates the Diſconrſe of the Biſhop of Burgeos - 
The Pope s inthe Church, as a King in bus Kingdom ;, but to ſay, thae 
the King has more Power than althis Kingdom, is abſurd : Wherefore, 
as ſometimes Kings, for Male- Adminiftrarion and Tyranny, are wholly 
excluded and turned out of their Kingdoms ; ſo neither can it be doutt- 
ed, but that a Pope. may be depoſed by the Charch; that s., bya Ge- 
neral Council, Nor do | give any heed to-thoſe who attribute ro Kings 
ſuch an nnlimitted Power, as not tobe tied rothe Laws ;, theſe being only 
a ſort of Flattevers,that ſpeakeomrary to their own Senſe and Judemenrt. 
And after having proved that Kings were originally conſtitured 
by the Conſent of the People, and that they are ſubject to the 
Laws, whereof they are only the Executors, he adds, But if we ſec a 
King that contenms the Laws, takes away his Subjetts Gods by force, 
forces Virgins, abuſes married Women, ſul jefting all things to his Luft 
and raſh humour ; Will not the States in this cafe, bring mer together, 
depoſe ſuch a Prince from bis Throne, placing another there, who ſhall 
ſwear to Govern well, and obey the Laws ? Snrely, as Reaſon telis 18, 11 
onght 10. be thus: So we ſee that Pratlice in ſuch caſes, confirms tt, 
Tthe rather quote this Authority, becanſe ir confirms a M:xim 
acknowledged by all the Ambaſſadors, Biſhops, and Depuries of 
the Weſlern Chureh, and'by choſe of Fnoland in particniar, who 
were preſent at that Council, and did nor inthe traſt queſtion the 
point ; whereas, it is very protable, the Amballadoys of Ergiaxd 
would bave oppoſed it, it they had thought it contrary ro rhe 
Laws and Cuſtoms of their Country. . Buc indeed, with what _ 
B 2 COU 
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meant nothing elle but ro expreſs King Famer his actual Renunci- 
ation, by abandoning the Government, rathet-than conſent to 
thoſe equitable Conditiors offered to him, if he had been willing 
to return to his Duty, and keep his Oath, whereby he ſtood enga- 
ged to his People. |t cannot be aiſerted without extream impu- 
dence, That James II.was ignorant of the occaſions of complaint he 
had given to his Subj Cts, ſince his coming to the Crown, ſince the 
Trial of the ſeven Biſnops, the Prince of Orange's Declaration, had 
in general touch'd at the Breaches made upon the Law. The Bi- 
ſhops alſo preſented a Memorial to the King, wherein they menti- 
on'd the chief Grievances the State labour'd under,in ten Articles; 
and he was ſo far convinc'd of the Equity of their Demands, that to 
reconcile thoſe whom he had made averſe from him , he began in 


/ appearance b9 re-eſtabliſh ſome of the Laws he had over-thrown, 
and toundo omeof hizunuſ a arbitrary Proceedings. But after 
all; it appears Þut too evidently,that in all this, there was nothing 

of lincerity ; for he did not think fitting to give any ſatisfaQtion as 
to that point, which was the greateſt Grievance of all; but conti- 
nued in the Reſolution of challenging to himſelf a Power to dif- 
penſe with the Laws;ſo that whatſoever he had,during the preſſure 
of his Afﬀairs, repaired, might as eaſily afterwards be overthrown 
again, as ſoon as the danger whichthreatned him was blown over: 
And all the Laws ſince Hexry VIII. whichare the foundation of the 
Government, were always in the ſame m_y__ of being repealed, 
at leaſt diſpenſed with, at his pleaſure. 1t this had not indeed 
been his cale, it had been caſte for him to have calmed the Trou- 
bles he had raiſed, and continued in his Kingdom in peace and fafe- 
ty. But having fixed his Reſolution, and Neceſlity preſſing him 
to alter his meaſures, he choſe rather to quit the Kingdom than 
his Reſolutions. Now that all this is not ſpoke by Conjecture, 
appears from his own declared and avowed Principles ; for after 
his return from Feverſham, was it not fit he ſhould immediately 
have declared, that he had changed his Reſolution, purpoſing for 
time to come, to Rule according to; Law, and apenly renouncing 
the Arbitrary Power he had arrogated to himſelf? Was not this 
the time for him, in purſuance to the earneſt ſollicitations of his 

People, to declare he would referr all things to the Deciſion of a 

free Parliament, and to ſend out the Writs for their EleCtion, 

which he had kept back ? Surely, a ſmall ſtock of Prudence, had 


he inclined this way, had been ſufficient to have ſhewn him, me 
66 
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| 
that he hasalways retamed, andftitidoth « his deſign of overtyur- 
wing the fundamental Laws ofthe Government, 'having to'this end 


y_ up a ſtanding Army, contrary to the Laws ; and not being 
ablet 


o bring about His end,has caft himſelf into the Arms of the 
French King : All which being evident beyond diſpute, the circom- 
ſtance of his (in ſome ſort) involuntary retirement, which with fo 
much AﬀeQarion is exaggerated by ſome, will be found of no mo- 
ment. - If the People have power to conſtitute a King, they who have 
made _— may mirhout any injuſtice either lay bim aſide , or curb 
his Exarbitancy, in caſe he attempts tyrannically to abuſe the 
Power Royal : ' Which is the Opinion of Thomas Aquinas , in his 
Book Dedicated to the King of Sicily, L. rt, C.6. Neither are we to 
believe, that the People,in depofing of a T yrant, are guilty of any breach 
of Faith or Difloyalty, thawgh they had formerly by Oath obliged them- 
ſelves rohim, becauſe be Sjbvods thas bus Subjetts ſhould not keep the Faith 
they had promiſed him, foraſmuch as be hath not carried himſelf faithful- 
ly in Ruling Ins People, as the Duty of a King requires; as the ſame 
Author continues in the fore-cited place. Cardinal Awreolws teaches 
the ſame thing,in 2. Diſt. 44.4.4n. Art.3. We perceive from hence, that 
a King may play the Tyrant over bis Subjets, as having no Superior to 
whom they can appeal from him : Wherefore f it happens in a City or Com- 
munity,that the Prince turms Tyrant, if he have no Superior, in this caſe 
the whole Community may juſt ly, and according to right Reaſon, join to- 
gether to reduce him1o Reaſon |, or if be prove incorrigible, ſor ever de- 
poſe bim, Grotiua clearly aſlerts the ſame Ooftrine, de Fare Pacis 
&- Belli, L.1. C. 4. S. 13. If « King, ſaith he, have one ſhare in the 
Soutraign Power, and the People or Senate anuhev ; uf the King entrench 
upon the Power of the Peoplt, be may be juſtly oppoſtd, as extending his 
Power beyond its bounds ;, and this ] judre ought to take place, notwith- 
ſtanding what hath been ſaid before, that the Power of waging War is in 
the King, for that s 10 be underſtood with reſpeFt to foreign War;it being 


-ſelf- evident, that he who has a ſhare in the So ws needs have 4 


R1, be to defend and ſecure the )ame: And where this happents,jt is as plain 
that the King may loſe his ſhare vt the Government by rhe Law of War, 
This DoCtrine not. only thews that the *Emgliſk have juſtly taken 
up Arms to oppoſe the Invaſion of their Rights and Privileges, 
but alſo that James II. who. liad invaded them, ander Covert of 
an Army raiſed contrary to Law, perſevering in his defrgn of 
abuſing the Royal Power; and chuling rather to leave the Govern- 
ment, than to return to the bourds of-'Lawand- Juſtice; we can- 
p not, 


about the Oath of Allegiance. 0 457. 
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aboict the Oath of Alegrawtt. 
and precantzou'# and it is matter of wonder, that thoſe who have 
;this Expreſſion, did not conſider, that it was not poſſible 
to make uſe of a more proper term, in thoſe circumſtances: It pre- 
ſerved the Notion-of' Kingly Government, which they thooght 
nece{ary to preſetve ; itimplied that the-Throne was to he filled 
ſome way or 'other, whether by placing'the next Heir upon it, or 
to place the Prince of Orange with the Princeſs, as afterwards was 
done. We may alſo obſerve, in Juſtification of the wiſe Condutt 
of the Commons, that the pretended Prince of Wales, was ſo gene- 
rally taken for a es mma Prince, ' that even amongſt thoſe 
that declar'd' themiclves for 'a Regency, there were very few 
that were not for rejeCting him; ſome of them, for that ſuppoſing 
he were Legitimate, yet ng educated in the Popiſh Religion,he 
would be no leſs incapable the Government, than his Father 
Fames the II. and others, becauſe the Jealouſies of his being ſup- 
polititious, were mach exicreafed- incehis being carried into a Fo- 
reign Land, and Enemy-to'the' Government: * 'Now what. more 
rational Conclalion could'in this Cafe be reloltedon, than to de- 
clare the Throne vacant? 'i'” + 0 anus 
But, ſay' ſome, 'ſuppoſe the Prince of Fakes ought to have been 
excluded as Suppoſrtitions, which was in the Power of the Con- 
vention to &o, had it'not been tmore natural to have followed the 
Law of wotnugan Mtg + 0 that the' Throne cannot be ya- 
cant, iaslong, as there tife Hwful” Heirs, whoſe Rights we have 
ſwornto & by ſwearing Allegiance to James Il ? This Ob- 
jeCtion, ' tho' at firſt Sight it may ſeem of: ſome moment z yer,nar- 
rowly look'd into, isof no Solidity at al}. For, Firſt, it 1s certain, 
that a King who forfeirs his Kingdom npon'the Account of being a 
Tyrant, at'the faxie vime- forfeits Hig Rights, both as to bimſelf 
and/Poſterity;'": -lndeed} <ommion Sehfe affores, us, 'rhat a State, 
whici\has beeroppreſ$d by the Tyrouly of der ought ro Ip- 
prehend nothing more than the'Suceeſſion of ns Children. Romd 
was very ſenſible of this, when ſhe deſtroy'd the Family of the 
Tarquins, for their Father's Orines, totwirchſtanding they had cho- 


ſen Nr heed v Sovereigns- *Tyrariny cannor be exer2 
cifed bp qnedlonez\w re, #Goretwent that'would ſecore it 
ſelf)! from rhe Bvildj tothe Sutedfron'b? 5 '$6n, deſcehd- 
cd tfromone'fodayger mn" fete Community, atcobliged, att 
fame rane-they free thetyſel ves of eva piayis roexrerminat 
2 great Nutmberof thoſe, who by Intereſt, Compliance, ororter 
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England,” and whom the Parliament choſe, to the Prejadice of his 
Elder Brother, for their King, vu his ſolemn Promiſe to re- 
form the Diſorders bis Father, Willem, had cauſed in the Govern- 
rgent, and which he had. kept up, by-his being almoſt continually 
in Arms. - Shall we ſay, that 1n this Interval between the Death 
of William the Conqueror, and the Coronation of William Ii. the 
Thrane was not vacant? If by virtue of the Oath ſworn to #illiem 
the Conquerour for him and his Heirs,the Throne were filled, How 
could the Engliſh be ſaidto fear the rortering Condition of Din fine Ke+ 
betng long without a Government ? as Matthew of Paru gimine vacil- 
expreſſes himſelf. And if they thought themſelves en- are. 

gaged to Koberr by Oath, how was it they ſo unanimouſly. procee- 
ded tothe Election of Willem 1]; ., It-is apparent. that they ated 
thus from this Perſwaſion, That though they were engaged totake 
one of William's Raceto be their King, yet were they not bound ta 
take the Eldeſt 5 as fearing from his former Behaviour, that he 
would follow the ſteps of his Father, and continge to oppreſs 
them., There be two ſorts of Vacancies z- one which the Canoniſts 
call Trae, and-theother Falſe or Interpretative; - A Biſhop: that, is 
tnrn'd-Heretick, the-Fact being ſo notorious, that: it is got neceſla- 
ry to proceed toa Trial, . his See is thereupon, , without any. more 
a-do, declared Vacant; according to which Rule, the Vacarcy as 
to James 1, isevident. But in Caſes where there can be no.Suc. 
ceſſion, without a mutual declaration of Engagements, whereby 
the Succeſſor binds himſelf to bis People, we muſt of neceſlity.own 
that there is a kind of interpretative Vacancy during that inter« 
val. TheConditionof a Kingdom is very different, from. that of 
a particular Inheritance ; For though it be in the hands of a Prince, 
yet it is not in his. power to alienate.it z,. neither can he poſſeſs it, 
but under certain Conditions impoſed upon him, and for the per- 
formance of,which be takes a moſt ſolemn Oath; he cannot en- 
joy..the Crown, with the Prerqgatives. thereof, without, perform» 
ing the Duty. he has bound. himſelf to: , And an-caſe.he. ſhould tell 
his People, that. be dothinot;think; himſelf bound by. his Oath, and 
openly decare,that he is reſolyed to-break the Laws and oppreſs 
his Subje&s, 1 don't believe any.can be ſo ſtupid as to imagine, that 
after this Proteſtation,, his SubjeCts are ſtill obliged. to acknow- 
ledge him thei Jawiyl;Saveraigy.,, This being ,19,,we owlt .2c- 
a gs 7 Shay JE Se vention; Leſpeciall gohh0ering x aL, the 
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France; whi 
| ov. 
rhe f6rm obGdverrinens intoVyvan- 

fy," int 


in 
themſelves in defence of their Ancient Liberties, mary reruns” 


emo rn _ = eas on : Herailerts 
alſqan:the lame res the Pe pr The Liberty; 
Fundamental Zaw and Forea'6f thein-Gorernmens mbichrhey firs 
prijed;' mhen they friſt cenſentert» At is clear then, thavif oor Learned 

Buhop , were-:yer alive; he would not at/all be offended at that 
principle-of the Commons, That there is ay Original ContraCt bes 

tween the King and his People; Biljerp.y20; laſt Edi. Biſhop: Jewet 

and Bifiop: Byjon:andee&t were onty privare Perſons, : but what is 

far mare coblidgrablag thewinie Body of the Clergy in the Reign 

of QueerrE/izaberh, [conſemedtd 2 Sublidy:towardsſupporting the 

Scorch Proteſtants;/opprefied by their Queen, 4ſhſted by France; 

and relieving the: Statesof Ha/land;:' when they ſhook off the Yoke 

of Philip-the. Second, as well as: the:Proteſtams| in: Fravee, who 

were yppreſſed ard iperſecuretdcontrary:tothe Laws, andthe Faith 

of Solemn; Oaths x. as'apptars from:ſeveral-A@Lof the Clergy; in 

the Convgcations held under Queen E5zaberb, - Shall-any one ſay, 

F that the whole Clergy werethewmof Opinion, that:it was Lawfut 
( to .conTribute 'to the afliſtance:of, Rebels, agaioſt their: Lawful 
þ Princes? Or is there any other way left to juſtifie them,” but by 
ſuppobre, that: as it was Lawful for the Scarch, Frenchand Hol- 

landers to defend; themielves: agamiſt Oppreſſion' and Tyranny,, fo 

was it alſoto affit them with Moneyan this their juſt defence-: | | 

Thirdly, Robert Abbor; the King's 'Profeffor at ' Oxſdrd,' and 

afterwards Biſhop: of | Sali-bary,;:: publiſhed in 1603 his Trea- 

Liſe,  eatitled, |; Demenſtrario Anrichrifts contra Bellarminum. 1n the 

7h, Chapter of-this-piece, to refuge Bellarmine, who ,maintain- 

ed, That; the -Proteſtants of, France had been deſtroyed: by. the 

Effects ofithe Ciyil War, ' which their Rebellion was thecaulſe of, 

and ,not;by the. Peſecution of Papiſts, after 'having proved that 

the 'Papiſts had in time: of Peace deſtroyed an-infinite namber of 

them, who coyld- not be accuſed of having taken up Arms, he 

tays down, Firſt, That probably this their Barbarous _— 
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Amichrift, without any worldly aſſiſtance, and begun, through the Mercy 
of God,to lift her head above Water, and had obtained a ſecurity by Law, 
the Nobles and Gentry taking her part ;, ſhe now began 10 make »ſe of her 
own ſtrength, and by taking up Arms, to vindicate her Religion now ſc- 
cured to them by Declaration:, Laws and Privileges, from the unjuſt 
oppreſſion of Tyrants, 

It ſeems to me that if any one ſhould have entreated this famous 
DoCtor, who,from the Chair of Kings Profeſior, was promoted 
to the See of Saljsbury, to give his jadgmeat concerning the matters 
now inqueſtion, he could not have ſpoken more to the purpoſe, 
or more ſolidly and ſtrongly overthrown the ungrounded pre. 
judices of ſone Divines, which we cannot but look upon as the 
only foundation of the Scruples, that at this time diſquiet the 
Minds of ſome good Men. 4.We ſee clearly our Hookerin his Eccleſ. 
Policy, 1.1. c,10. maintains, That all Civil Governments are de- 
riv'd from the Deliberation, Conſulcation and Conſent of the Par- 
Lies concerned, and that conſequently the Power of making Laws, 
belongs to the Body'of the Community ; and that it is meer I yran- 
ny for any Prince to arrogate this Power of impoling Laws, ex- 
cept the / tub be exerciſed by Virtueof Divinz Authority perſonal- 
Iy and immediately granted to the Prince (which never had place 
hurt in the Kings of 7/rael) or by the Authority ar firſt derived from 
the conſent of the People. The ſame notion we allo find in Pere? 
Bertrand, Cardinal, coricerning Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Power, 
which ſhews that Reaſon always ſpeaks from the ſame grounds, 
and all put together is an evident proof, that there is no: hing in 
the Articles or Canons of the Engliſh Church that is contrary to 
the Opinion of other Divines in this matter. It will be to little 
purpoſe to Object againſt what | have now ſaid, the firſt Canon 
agreed npon by the whole Clergy in 1640. For Subjetts ro bear Arms 

againſt their Kings, offenſive or defenſive, upon any pretence what ſoever, 

15 at leaſt to reſiſt the Powers which are ordain:d of God. And though 

they do not invade, but only reſift ;, St. Pawl tells them plainly, Thry 

ſhall receive to themſ-lves damnation ; But this Canon thouzh 1n- 
deed it be conched in very general terms; yet it doth not reach the 
point in queſtion (not to ſay that it is not allowed, and therefore 
of no Authority: ) For Firſt, it ſpeaks of a King, that has not 
diveſted himſelf of that CharzCter, by a Delpotical manageaient 
of the Government, whereof all his Subjects are Witneſs, 2. It 


makes no mention of the Body of the Government, but ſimply of 
D Subjets, 


about the Oath of Allegiance. 21 497. 
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where they retarned publick. Thanks to the P. of Orarpe, for ha» 
ving delivered the Government tram Popery and Slavery. Now 
'tis/apparent, they. could not have done fo, without ſuppoſing, 
1. Thbatthe Arms taken up by the P. of Orange and Lords, againit 
Fames ||. were juſt, 2. That he might be lawfully atracked, and 
torced to Reaſon, by the Arms of thoſe, to whom they addreſs'd 
their Thanks for having taken them. 3. That his withdrawing 
out of the Land was an open Proof of the Character of a proteſs d 
Enemy of the State, which he had evidenc'd to the laſt, and was 
now going to give the Marks of it abroad, by making uſe of Fo- 
reign Arms,when other Means failed him. 4. That they were ob» 
liged of Right, and in Duty, to join with the P. of Orange, to re» 
pel the force of a iworn Enemy to the State;, whom neither Rea- 
ton, nor the Miſery to which he was reduced, could withdraw from 
the Deſign he had formed, to ruin the Laws, and his Subjects, in 
order to eſtabliſh Popery. I referr it to the Judgment of all equi- 
table Men, to conſider whether | wrong theſe reverend Prelates, in 
drawing theſe Conſequences from their Proceedings, and by ſup- 
poſing that they are directly, contrary. to the Opinions ſome will 
needs affix to the Body of the Church of Ergland; whea it is ap- 
parent, that they could not have more ſolemnly diſ-avowed them, 
than they have done by theſe their ACtings. 

Nor is this all; bat theſe great Examples given by the Prelates, 
bave been almoſt generally followed by the inferior Clergy ; ſome, 
and thoſe the moſt conſiderable amongſt them, having engaged 
themſelves in Acts of Aſſociation z others having expreſled-to the 
King and Queen the Marks of their Duty and Fidelity, both pub- 
lickly and privately , as well in Acts of Religious Worſhip, in 
which it cannot be thought they ſhould diſſemble, as in political 
and civil ACtions, as far as their Fun&ion permits them to have a 
ſhare therein. This appeared more eſpecially, in the Choice jof 
Members for the Convention, in the publick Prayers for the King 
and Queen, and by the Writings ſome have pubti:hed, indefence 
of the Proceedings of the Convention and Parliament : All which 
Teſtimonies being/ſo pablick and general, make it clear as the Sun, 
that it is an Impoſing on the Church of England, to ſay, that he 
has embraced an Opinion, whicha few of her Meiners have main- 
tain'd, without conſidering, that it was aſure Means to encourage 
and eſtabliſh Arbicrary Power, and promote the Deſigns of Pope- 
ry; which contd ever hope to ſucceed, but by Arbxrarineſs, and 
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diſpenſe with them. This may' be eaſily gathered from the ten 
Propoſitions they offered to James 11. in the Beginning of Oftober, 
1688. freely repreſenting to him the Exceſles he had been guilty 
of, and exhorting him to amend them. Who ſees not that this Re- 
monſtrance is founded upon Principles dire&tly oppolite to thoſe 
of theſe Novice-Divines; and is as proper to confound them, as 
it did James ll. to whom they repreſented, with much ſweetneſs, 
the Miſcarriage he was reſolved to maintain by force of thile Arms 
ke.had raken up, againſt Law? -3. I would intreat theſe Modern 
Divines to compare a little theſe their Notions cor.cerving Sove- 
reignty,with thoſe the Canoniſts have advanced in favour ot the Pa- 
pacy 3. for | have io good an Opinion of them, that | believe they 
will bluſh as ſoon as they have made the Parallel. If we may be- 
lieve the Canovilts, they have the Scriptures, the Fathers, the Ca- 
nons of the Church, and Reaſon on their ſide; and yer it is cer- 
tain that Grati, and ſome flattering Monks, are the only Au- 
thors of all the pretended Divine Right, of all this Superiority 
to Councils, of the Right of Diſpenſing with the Canons, and cf 
chat Superiority to all the Laws of the Church, as has been of lzte 
very. ſolidly proved by the Divines of- the Church 'of - England; 
ts it_poſlible for any one to imagine, that of all the World, nore 
but ſome: few Divines of the Church of England, could ever 
find in the. Scriptures, 1n the Fathers, in Reaſon; in the Laws; 
thoſe Rights which they advance, and which they propoſe to 
us, 2s beſtowed upon Kings by God himſelf? 1s it poſſible, ir 
thould never come into their. Minds, to compare their Opinions 
with thoſe of the Doctors of the foregoing Age, whoſe Hypo- 
thelis is-ſo contrary to thoſe they. have endeavour'd to obtrucg 
theſe fifty years laſt paſt? ls ir poſlible they ſhould not bluſh; 
to be termed by A neas Sylvixs, the Flatterers of Kings ; it being 
rotorious, that a Flatterer imports a Man who has a Delign to. 
deceive others, and to profit by the Folly of thoſe he deludesby 
his Flattery ? I heartily wiſh they may conlider of ir, if it were 
for no: other Reaſon, bur to prevent the Application/ might be 
made to them,; fromthe paralleliſm.ot their Opinion concerning 
Soveraignty, with that of thei Canoniſts concerning the Papacy ; 
of the Judgment of Pope Adrian Vi.” who,after he hath ſet forth 
the Vanity of the Proofs and Reaſons of 'the' Canoniſts for the 
Pope's Superiority to Councils, could nat think of any other 
tranſcendent Reaſons. why the number. of Canonifts that, hoiſted 
the 
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not intheleaſt dowbr, burtiat the-Papal Party deſign's: this Law 
for their own proper uſe,whea tiale and ptace-fhould favour them, 
torhe end they might the more ſecurely deftroy the-Laws that cur- 
ed rheir 'Deſegns. ' We 'find mother: Act. calculated for the ſame 
Meridian of Rome ;\'whereby it was declared High Treaſon for 
any one to ſay rhat Chartes I.was a Papiſt; which notwithſtanding 
was ſo great a Truth, that in 1670, he entred into.a Leygue with 
the French King, to re-eſtabliſh the Popilſh Religion in/kis King- 
doms, and to overturnthe Laws. Sec here the account Abbot 
Primi gives us thereof, in his Book printed in Jealien and French 
at Paris with Privilege of the King, under the Name of Count 
de St. Mayole : After that this Abbot had related the Endeavours 
of Colbert de Croiffy, to engage King Charles]. to make War with 
Holland, he adds, That he at the ſame time ſigned a Secret [reaty 
with Frazce ; and to make it the ſurer , the Dutchels of Orleans 
his Siſter, came over to Enylard, and propounded to him, in the 
Name of the moft Chriftian King, to aſlift himis® ge. the printed 
ſecuring to himſelf an Abfoluee Anthority over bis Par- Relation of this 
liament, and to eftabliſh the Roman Catholick Religi- whole matter 
on in the Kingdoms of England, Scotland, and Ire- latelypubliſh'd. 
land. © She' propoſed alfo the reducing of the States General, to 
the only Province of Holland , which would be 
an caſie matter for two great and powerful Kings, 
mile rogether, to accompliſh ; and that by this 
means the King of England ſhonld have Zealand for bis ſhare, to 


See the Mercure 
Hollandos,vol 1. 


- ſerve him for a Retreat in caſe of need. ' Seeing then that we have 


reaſon ro ſuppoſe that this A was one of thoſe which were ſug; 
gefted and promoted by the Favourer -of Popery, whole intent 
was to fubvert the Laws Tecurely , and without: the hazard' of 
ever being call'd ro an account for it; and that we:qught be- 
fides to obſerve, that the Clauſe here alledged,is only a prelimina- 
ry Introduttion to the Act concerning the Militia, which thereby 
was putinto the hands of the King z and thatafrter all, the Prelimi- 
naries'of a'L aw are never {o narrowly examin'd,! as thejLaw.it ſelf 
is, nor conſequently of the ſame Authority: It s-evident thatwe 
ought always toreſtram the Terms of the Law tothe Imteution of 
the Lawgivers. Let the Court thei have defign'd, 25 far asathey 
could,to allow the King an'unlimited Power, by exprelling thisPre- 
amble it indefinire and very general terms, Will it follow: that this 
iS ſufficient to'exdute a natural Caſe whichis always inppoſed to 
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ke aku thei CovſGence js become\feireredy: ant! obliged tO 
ertorm what they.hayedwaqratos whence it . follos _':a5 they” 
conceiye) that they; cannpt:derogate ſafar; from their (\\grmer' 
Oath, as to-take this new ontio tacknowledge that. this Seruple 
ſeems to have ſome-ground;,for many Divinesafiirm, That Oaths' 
extorted by force, do pot far all that! ceaſe to oblige the Conſci- 
ence., 1;hus they determine, Lhatit a Man;fallen: into the hand of 
Robbers,for the ſaxjvg of his4iſe;ſwearstopaythem wſumof Mony, 
he is obliged to pay; it honeſtlyc But:tboſe who would make an ad-, 
vantage of this,thein Deciſion, muſt obſerve for their 'own ſatisfa- 
Ction, That the ſame Divines- who maintain,that the Religion ofan_ 
Oath ſwornto God;obliges a Manto pay to Robbers the ſum he has 
promiſed by Oath.to them,-do notwithſtanding, in caſe of like na-! 
ture, Reaſon after: a quite other» manner, becauſe of tl'e Con- 
ſequences it draws 'after-it.: + 1f-a Rebber has forced a Perſon to 
ſwear that he will not diſcover the Rabbery, or declare'ir before 
the Magiſtrate,,.Is he obliged to: Keep this Oath? / Here they de- 
fine peremptorily, That he 1s not obliged to keep his Oath ; the 
Reaſon is evident, becauſe his Oath in this caſe 1s unjuſt : If he' 
keeps, ity; be binders, the: courſe of Juſtice | he encourages the 
Robber in his Crimes; he expoſes: bis Neighbours to the ſame 
danger, he hinders the Publick. from delivering her. ſelf of an 
Enemy ,. whom it. is: her; Intereſt to ' deſtroy. i This Deciſion 
therefore makes it apparent, that- thoſe who might keep their 
Oath, in a caſe only concerning their particular Intereſt, may 
not doſo, when the publick Intereſt is concernd. Whatſoever 
force an Oath may be ſuppoſed to have, yet it muſt be acknow- 
led el 07 | 
Fir, That an Oath about athing unlawful, doth not oblige ; 
otherwiſe Herod would have deſerved Praiſe for beheading Jekn 
the Baptiſt. Now an Oath whereby 1 engage my ſelf io ſuffer 
the overthrow of Religion and Government, without oppoſing 
the ſame, to my Power, .by preſerving the Laws and Religion, 
is anOathto 3 thing ynjuſt and unlawful, as being: deſtructive to 
the Government, and to Religion. VE 3 
Secondly, Thar the State of [Things and Perſons being thanged, ' 
neceſſarily carries along with itachange in the Obligation of t: e 
Oath. Common ſenſe taught:Seneca, De Benefic. L. 4 C. 34. 1 hat 
for the obliging of any one 10 perform what he bas pronuſed, it 15 neceſ- 
ſary that things continue inthe ſame eftate they mire; when. be m_ 
E, tize 
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Am Exarination of Scruples 
the promiſe, ' braauſe wo botly promiſes, bur wpoy- corvarh China riony ;" 
mbich being chauged, nrrs * mc mar unfleltbfal, fo _ 
all Sk AQ-of the 23th: year of -his Relgydoevinfport;'be- 
canſe- Charts Il. had dechared! rear he. wouk obſerve" te Laws, 
and not oppreſs either the Liberty or Religion of his Subjects, / 
docs. it follow that thetefort & am bound ro kvep that promiſe'to? 
a Succeſſor, rarer oem, Fred evidehecd; pond 
poſkbilisy of (donbtings that hw! was reſolved: to overthrow the 
Laws of the-Kingdamz -andi the Proteſtan©Religion?''? 10 00007 Y 
- Fhirdly, That Reciprocal:Oarhs are diflolve@and mide! void,” 
by the noo performance-of one'of the Parties: Now it'is apparent 
that this AQ of Parkament of thor 9th, of Chat les lk. is no'other. 
Oath; but- what /is» 2hken'at:thes Coronation,” though the Pap?its/ 
have endep youredbto biaſs ityn/favour of theitUeſighs; 2hdto inake 
it a fuppors for Tyranny,which they were'reſolved'ts iftrodnce; 
aS-appears from the Letters of Colemwr, ant ſeverAorheriatrempes, 
which haveckaredit to al) the World ; batthis Ozth, ſuppoleth 
the King ought ta keep the: Coronation Oath z ' which Oath he 
having violated; it fallows'that ths Oath/ catyno longer oblige' 
thoſe who bave takenit-; this: being:a'thing'P have! already of! 
ſerved, 1 ſhall no longer nk&ft wponiits) Toiwhat has” Beerr Eid 
ray be added; Thacthey that harbour theſedovbrs;' d6 not” ffi! 
ciently conſider the: Party: wherewith they engage themſefves,” 
and by their example, : thoſe alſo' who rely apon their honeſty. 
1» How canthey think it Eawfut'for chem in this cafe, -to'cbn- 
demn thoſe,' who: repreſeat the Body: of the State, if they think 
themſelves bound by the Authority of the Parliament of the Fi: ! 
of Charles H? How, is it they;do' nov perceive rhaf"the_prefenc 
Convention atd Parliament being veſted with the ſame Authority,” 
are ſafhicieat to-diſcharge them of an Oath they have Beeti made 
totake by any preceding Parliament? - 2. Is it not'2 thing dire&t- 
ly. oppolite to-the Spirit: of: Chriſtianity, for any to wropiate £6! 
& bt. ro the, examining: of theſe | mattersþ ar to enpape every! 
private Perſon in the ventilating of publick 'Deelovations; 'wWHith- 
eſtabliſh the Authority of Temporal Superiors? Suppoſe we thar 
the Prince of Orange had-invaded:Explarnd, and that by Congueſt' 
he had obtained the Royal Authority, wodld not they have been” 
obliged to; ſubmit to him, ia'caſe they werv reſolved tb fey in 
the Lagd,. and to:ſwear Allegiance'to him;. ifrhey-woutterjoy Ns \ 


protection. 
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proteCtion. If they 'willnot own'this 'Truth,' muft 5t not follow 
That al}:the Biſhops Jl that Five-ever onto 
pag oe Reety made; themſetves liable 0 Evirlafting Dam- 

tho Where doth (God command every Chriſtian FAY Fork of 
azmuation; 'to examine the Tides ofthoſe;/ who'make thenſety 
Maſters ef 'a Kingdom ?''And how mach: lefs' of thoſe, who have 
brenexalred tothe Royal Dipiity bythoſe, - m whom'the Autho- 
riry-and- Pruſt of the'whole' Body of the Community did refide 2 
What #hete/ propound; is a'matrer ſo incoriteſtable 2s well in the 
Conaorwealth-2Sin'the Church, that on the one-fide a Pardon 
gratited! to! Criminals} by 's King whois only'fo & fafto, is ac- 
counted irrevocable?” when 'the 'King de Fure, retnins to the 
pollefon- ef the''Governinent lhe hat loſt ; as wefind it detgy- 
mined byi\Cokeg Infti6; cix. for, The veaf6b for it is demonfirs- 
rixe(0 becauſe this' ipardpri proceeds Fron'the Authority Roypl 
waeewith*he 45 inveſted; - We have: # like (caſe decided Þy 
Lawye's; and "tis this That 'theſewho affiſt a King de figs, 3re 
exetmptfram any punifhment;- Wkenthe King de Fare is reſtored 
10 thePolfeMfion-of hk Kingdoms,'whiths fo determined by Cote 
-il/ the ſame places Ooke g'1rfiir )cLi'f.'5! *Onthe' other fide the 
\Engliſh\Divines,-whoarethoft eenployed about the like Notiors, 
29 'Bihop'C aidetfſor,) rave Henrly decided the Ede of! Conſcience. 
Bithop Sanderſon haswrita Twill Treatiſe on purpoſe, whereip, 
'1poh' Sreaſion of the [Enyremcty irifieſed'in Cronmets time, and 
conceived mrheſe-rerins: ©} #o promiſe-to'be1rue and Faithful ro the 
Commin-Wedlth of England, 447 4t'5s now eſtabliſhed without King or 
Lordry which raiſed 'Servples/in' Tome; Ttke'thoſe'we meet with 
-at*his time, he exhorts Ms Friend'torake it;' ſtrongly_maintain- 
ing /andiprovinthecmWphtdolt with a'gdod-Confdenice.” 1 would 
adviſe oby SerypuÞbus Gentlemen,” thread that "ſmall, Treatiſe 
with attention, -thongh koannort diflemblex patpiblecontradidtion 
it canteins, when the Author Tuppolſes, a 'Man may take that 
Oath, -end yet rd. oblisationthe-whs rider before, 4/2. 
of heingFarthfrfto theKing,) For myipart? freely profcfs, can 
ine Way comprehend howony Pit ines-carvTeraple ming the Oaths 
bf Alegiheeto/the Ring'snd2Cnceh,!w hen they Arrentively re- 
fect on our Savionr's behaviour” —The Jews +elieved and that 
Truly,” that they were ander a Monarchy, immertr-rely inſticured 
by God hhimfelf: The Law of Soveraigrty among!tthem was, that 
the Throne could not be poſleſied bet by one of their Brethren! hat 
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3% . - fn Examination of Seraples 
isoftheir own Nationand Religion. The Phariſees building on this 


E 422g , rejected the Authority of the;Kpwan Empergurss whom 
they. looked. .upan po better than UJurperss:: LEE; us ſee how ou 
' Saviour decides! the Controverlie, wherein the Phaxiſees ditfer 
from the' Eſcenians,, who ſubmitted themſelves to ;that Foreign 
Power: He declares himſelf in favour of the Efſenzans, not- 
withſtarding al the ſpecious pretences wherewith the Phariſees 
endeavoured todefend their, Rebellion, It 1 thergfore;gyidet, 
that though we ſhould- ſpppoſethat- James Bl bad: been as imme- 
diately : ppointed tothe. Throne of Eng/andy as any ob the Fewifh 
"Kings, as long as the Throue a; preſent is GHed bythe King and 
Queen, we ate obligedto obey'them y and conſequently to Swear 
Allegiance to them, - What, did Jeſus Chriſt our Bleſied Saviour 
think himſelf; obliged- ro own him for. a Lawful High-Prieſt, 
who was, made ſo; by..one of the Emperour's Commiſſioners, 
though againſt Law; which ordered the, eldeſt $0a, of che High- 
Prieſt to ſucceed; in his Father's -place, only becauſe hg was put 
into that Station 'by him who repreſented the Soveraign Power in 
Tewry at that time; and ſhall any one offer to diſpute the lawful- 
neſs of owning the Authority, the King and Queen enza3y by con- 
ſent and agreement of the'State? Surely whatſoever notions any 
may have concerying:the,:Original of Soveraignty, we. cannot 
' rationally imagine any thivg more advantageous in fayour.of it 
than this, That it was inſtituted by. God-for the Government and 
Preſervation of the. People. And as tothe Perfons inveſted with 
the Royal Dignity, I don't believe any Wiſe 'Man-can pretend, 
that there is an immediate Grant of the Soveraignty, ta any one 
Prince at preſent in-the World; ;much leſs that God has marked 
out any Family,for toſettle. upon themthe Rights of Soveraignty;: 
Ict them -ſhew this Grant- or. a tranſcript, of. it if they, can ;- it 
would be great fatisfaftion to. the Houfe of Commons, The 
reaſon therefore why any Perſon is invelted with this. Digaity, 
1s only the choice that has been 'made of him, by the [conſent of 
the People; This conſent of ;the People, or of the moſt .conſy- 
derable amongſt the People, : has conſtituted the. Forms. of all 
| Lawful Governments, and has Jegitimated thoſe Empires, that 
were at firſt obtained by Conqueſt or Violence, And we may 
In. particular add, that after this manner things have been carried 
in England, as we may ſee in the Mirror of Juſtices,c,1.Y.2. 
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hy Now. this byogiones Erenetly:fpraſmuchias;the: Peaples\Con- 
\ feat: anne 1bs;{ /Þppojfeds 0 Whoupi the Gandjtion: of keeping 
the; Fundamental, kiaws af: thi Government, which are of abſo- 
ſalute Necellity tg whe Subkultence ot 'the State; it is. inconteſtd- 
ble, That when a/Prince has 'endeavoured! the Overthrow- of all 
the.Laws,: the Obligation of obeying him muſt needs ceaſe and be- 
come "os This is a zhing {o ſelf-evident, That a Papiſt. whb 
has Fe y. publiſhed ;the; Nan 1h inns Progeſtation of ab the 
ya0d, Preceſtams of hwy \ Kingdom; declares, that'it: Jamer ti were 
Once eqnr4ed picfupormagrte Prints: of Wales, of the'League 
with France, of the Muribor:ot-the Earl of Eftx,” and bf Charles 
II. we had done with him \forever. It is notorious, that with- 
out. putting aur {clvestothe Trouble, to lay open theſe particular 
Attions, wheregt hs pretends; Jemies 11. ought/to. be convitted, 
there are,but to many; others, knownio a;l, which are: ſufficient 
to renderchim convict; of having overturned the Laws of the 
Govepurhgat,.;and phe Conktirutiou ob-it; and;ro- acquit- bis. Sub- 
jets of their Oath of Allegiance, Nay, IU go further, That it 
i5 impoſſible to keep the Faich we have promis'd to an Arbittary 
Prince, without involving our Telves in an Infinity of Sins and 
Crimes; for as oft as we render him any A{t of Obedience, we 
make our ſelves Partakers of his Irregularities, and we foment 
and encourage them, we become the Enemies of our Country, 
Traitors to the State, and Community of which we are Mem- 
bers, and draw down the Curſe of God upon us. | ardently de- 
ſire, That thoſe who are uneaſie under the Scruples I have here 
examined, would ſeriouſly corfiderof it. The Diviſions they 
may occaſion, cannot but prove very tragical. Their Scruples 
are only founded on Prejudices, and tomented by thoſe who would 
deſtroy them ; theſe their Prejudices are condemn'd by all Di- 
vines in general, whether Papilts or Pruteſtants, who withour 
Intereſt have writ on this Sabj2&t, Here can he no dallying in 
the Caſe, if they think themſelves bound by their Oath to James 
Il. to anſwer this Obligation, they muſt pay hico Taxes ard all 
his Dues, and oppole themſelves to the Eltabliſh'd Government; 
they muſt exhort others to do the ſame z*for no Government will 
harbour Neuters in her Foſom: Their ſuſpended and dountful 
State, deſerves no better CharaCter, than that of a Spirit of Di-- 
content, which policickly {mothers its Averſion, till it have an 
Opportunity of raiſing lo.powertul a FaCtion, that it may bare- 
fac'd own its Obedience. We 
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Weimap' pity thoſe, who-by'their Wtitiigs have deftided theſe 


Sing of \taxans, lo pernitioustd SocieryPutt#ithe firſt" 
-cheſe Scroples, becanuſerweare will 
-been rapaarn'd by tht rrafty wiles' | 
lbf themarknown to it hemelves': Burtit would 'be & thi 
noworthy-of Divmes: ard Fo , and/; of 'hon 
Moen, 'obttinately: to elpouſe ſuch Maxims, as'are g 
thing byt to encieofe arbitrary Power inthe World ;\ 
Wrhisirime,; when'iGgd has | 
-Thedffwicyof,'thefe Naxims k 16ia 
11ny ealilyapprehend: whar! they ur 
-aad/haughty- Spirits with. | Our-good God'be for ever ble 
what choſe Divines, who havelſo far beeh impoſed'y 
-fend theſe Maxims which haſtwed vheir-0wn rilines 's 
vt/the Stare: inevitable, kuvernow ah opportth 
whe ſet ves, |by it ſofreriand chey 
-Civet je and FRY Pawer, w 
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—— Two Letters written vþod the Diſcovery of the Popiſh Plot ; ugethicr with 
'._  a'Colledtionof feveral.other: Fratts and Diſcourtes ': Written by him 
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A. Semen : preached at Fulham, i: the Choppel the Palace; pow by 
of 1689. at the Conſecration of the Right Reverdhd Fethey in _— 
Lord Biſhopof Sorin 2B — -Horneth , D.D 1097 
The ts of Roman Fnrurs Church; from its firſt 
Rigid Laws for Univerſal Contormity to it, /unto its at-End. With 4 proſpect 
| near approaching. Revolutions, viz. The: Revival: of the Proceſt ant 
rofeflion+44n,an Eminent: Kingdom, where it was/totally ſupprefiad 1 The laſt 
Eng ofall:Twrkiſh Holtilities: (- The: general. Mortifitation of the-power of the 
oman Church in all parts of ts Dominions. | ByDru#! Creſſentr, D/P. 40. 
A'Brevipte. vf-the State: 'of Srotland in'its Gbrernment,:Supream/Courts, 
Difcars of State, Inferiour Officers; Offices and: Infcriour Courts, Diſtricts, Juciſ- 
dichions, Burroughs Royal, and: Free Corporations. | Fo/. | 
An Account of the Proceedings of the Convention of the Eſtatezof Scotland, 
frembejr Srſtietting dams tattis-Timez which willbe continued weekly. —.. 

An Account of the Reaſons which induced Charles HiKing of England to de- 
claye War apariit the States Generatat'the United/Provinces 10-14672.;/ Andof 
the Private League which he entre intro prog "_ Time with the French 
fo carry it on. And to Eftabliſh P land, Scotland, and. Irela 
As. they are ſet down in the Hiſtory of m_ War; Printed. i in French at 
Pars, with-the Privilege of the French King in 1682.) Which, Book He cauſed 
to be immediately Supprefſed car. the Inftance of the Eng/s/biEmbafladbur. Fol. 
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., Some Conkiderations nd] Allegiance. FLY 


Refletions:upon'the/late Great Revolution : Written by 2 Lay Hand in the 
Come for the ſatisfaCtion of ſome Neighbours. . 49. 
; tory of the'Ditierton 3 ran Acoount of-oll- the padlick aefifrein- 
> from the beginning of Sepeember 1688. to the Twelfth bf February 
wing. With an Anſwer to-2\Picee called, TheiDifſertion Diſetſed, in a 
Lettergo aCountryGentlethan. ::By.aPciſon/of Quality.: 49 , - 31,2 [ 


